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RANGEWAY PRIMARY SCHOOL — DIDGERIDOO INDI-GENIUS PROGRAM 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [5.21 pm]: I would like to inform members of a very worthwhile group 
doing some magnificent work in the Geraldton area. When WA Labor had its state executive conference in 
Geraldton, it had the pleasure of watching this group of boys perform. As background for members, 
Rangeway Primary School is located in the midwest region and is recognised as being socioeconomically 
disadvantaged. It has an Index of Community and Socio-Educational Advantage value of 719, which places it in 
the tenth decile of social disadvantage. With an enrolment of 526 students, 62 per cent of students who attend the 
school are Aboriginal and there is a small yet significant enrolment of Muslim students—six per cent—and 
a mix of other nationalities. Complex and interrelated factors—such as intergenerational poverty; domestic 
violence; mental health issues between parent, carers and students; parental capacity issues; poor dental health; 
a lack of a secure home environment; poor health and wellbeing; drugs, alcohol, gambling and family violence; 
a lack of resources and role models; chronic intergenerational unemployment; child protection issues and poor 
attendance; and high rates of transiency—contribute to significant disadvantage factors that impact on learning 
potential. The majority of RPS students walk into school with the companions of early, unresolved, severe and 
chronic trauma, accompanied by the impact of grief, loss and separation issues. However, in spite of this, RPS 
bucks the trend by letting its postcode and the above factors determine its outcomes and regularly and 
consistently performs above expectations in the areas of student achievement, leadership and vision, positive 
academic, social and cultural outcomes, consultation, engagement and partnerships with the school community, 
and sustainability and effective resource management. 

One of the innovative programs Rangeway Primary School has initiated and coordinated under the leadership 
and guidance of art teacher George Scicluna is the Rangeway Didgeridoo Indi-Genius program, which reflects 
and celebrates the cultural heritage of its students and families. This program started in 2012, with didgeridoo 
teachers Rolan Duetekom and Robert Tester. Rangeway Primary School employs Rolan and Robert to visit and 
teach at the school every week for an hour. The teachers’ employers allow them to leave their work as they 
understand the significance of the program and its place in the Indigenous community. 

The RPS Didgeridoo boys group is fully supported by local Aboriginal elders, who provided permission for the 
didgeridoo to be taught by two local community members. The program and reputation of the group has grown 
and the boys have performed at conferences, the reconciliation concert at Queens Park Theatre, Indigenous 
football rounds, National Aboriginal Islander Day Observance Committee assemblies and at the recent Geraldton 
National Football League grand final opening ceremony with an audience of thousands. 

The average attendance of the didgeridoo group of eight boys is 92 per cent. The pride felt by the boys’ families, 
the local Aboriginal community and the school community about their achievements is immense. The program is 
highly sought after and Rangeway Primary School year 4 and 5 boys are also engaged in the program this year. 
Students are taught to play the didgeridoo and a range of rhythms on the instrument, as well as the tapping sticks. 
Through learning the didgeridoo, students are encouraged to learn more about their own culture and how the 
didgeridoo is important to Indigenous people. The program has grown substantially with year 4 and 5 students 
beginning the didgeridoo this year. By learning the didgeridoo, students are also encouraged to attend more 
regularly and participate and progress throughout the curriculum. The self-confidence and pride that the boys 
gain from learning and performing builds their self-esteem and gives them a sense of purpose. The didgeridoo 
boys are presently aiming to visit Perth and Fremantle to busk and perform at the end of this year. Additionally, 
Rangeway Primary School has provided students with the opportunity to participate in the school of instrumental 
music program, and students learn brass, woodwind and guitar and participate in the John Willcock College 
junior band program. Feedback from students and their families is very positive with three Rangeway Primary 
School students acknowledged as being in the top five primary students in Geraldton for their instrumental skills. 

I think this is a great program and I acknowledge the work of Jacqui Quartermaine, principal of 
Rangeway Primary School, who was recently awarded the WA Primary Principal of the Year award for her great 
work, and, of course, George Scicluna in helping these boys at this important program. I am pleased to say that 
I was more than happy to make a sizeable donation to the Indi-Genius program. On top of that, given that I have 
just made the statement that a lot of the boys are looking to come to Perth to perhaps attend Telethon, I was very 
pleased when I whipped the hat around my Labor colleagues at the WA Labor state executive and we were able 
to raise $1 000 to help get these boys down to Perth to participate in a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
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